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journa l homepage: www.e lsevier .com/ locate / jdsrThe aged population has been increasing at a higher speed in
Japan. It is about 20% of the total at present and is estimated
that it will be as large as 30% in 2025. The average span of
Japanese human life is 82.3 years and it is the longest in the
world. The longevity of life itself, however, may not bring
significant happiness for individuals unless they are healthy
and keep their good quality of lives. The QOL of the aged may
be most promoted by the ability to eat. It enables them to
intake necessary nutriments naturally and at the same time
induces their pleasure to satisfy the appetite. The first
requisite for it is to keep the oral health involving sound
tissues and functions for mastication and swallowing. The
Japan Dental Association (JDA) has been developing the
campaign of 8020 which means that all the people shall have
20 natural teeth at the age of 80 years. It is further of
importance that the existing teeth and surrounding tissues
shall be all sound. In addition to the rapid progress in the
fields such as biomaterials and tissue engineering or regen-
erative medicine and so on, constant exertions of education
and practice of the preventive dentistry would largely con-
tribute to the success of the campaign.
The Japanese Association of Dental Science (JADR) held
the 21st General Meeting under the main theme of ‘‘Set
yourself the goal of oral health-dental practice: Toward
the future’’, in Yokohama in November, 2008. The updated
aspects and topics on Japanese dental clinical and basic
sciences were presented through 10 keynote lectures, 16
symposia, 62 table clinics, 409 poster presentations, 72
audiovisual programs and opening forum. In the international
session, the participants of dental practitioners, co-staff and
scientists were all stimulated by an invited lecture ‘‘Amer-
ican Dental Association-its mission and strategy-ADA vision,1882-7616/$ — see front matter # 2009 Japanese Association for Denta
doi:10.1016/j.jdsr.2009.03.001task and goals until 2010’’ by Dr. Mark L. Feldman, President
of ADA, and 4 symposia involving 8 invited foreign speakers.
It is certain that the modern dental technical innovation
corresponding to the changes in structure of diseases and
social demands in Japan has not affected a little the world
development of dentistry. Many of the Japanese dental scien-
tists have presented their original papers in the overseas
professional journals todeclare their newfindings and theories
worldwide. However, there have been very few opportunities
for them to internationally publish their systematic review
articles of interest. JADS opened the site for them to do it. The
conventional English journal of JADS ‘‘Dentistry in Japan’’ was
reorganized as a review journal ‘‘The Japanese Dental Science
Review’’ from vol. 44. It contains peer-reviewed review arti-
clesmainly focused on themodern aspects of Japanese clinical
and scientific dentistry. It is published twice a year in a printed
journal and also in an online journal. According to the funda-
mental conceptof reorganization,at least thefirst three issues
from vol. 44, no. 1 through vol. 45, no. 1 were occupied by the
invited reviews of the internationally active authors whowere
recommended by the member societies of JADS. As the pub-
lishing could make a good start, it is hoped that overseas
reviewers will be sometimes invited and the contributed
review articles without invitation will be welcomed in near
future.
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